
Mother Tongue 
New Moon June 
A deep, love-filled, golden blessing to each of you as the solar light waxes just before 
Midsummer. 

This time of year inspires us into contemplating what in our lives is maturing. We are no 
longer the individually-oriented, reckless youth, out for our own learning, but rather we 
turn to the collective, to tending to others in service, or in tending to our projects.  

Midsummer invites us into taking personal responsibility for the world we want to see, 
within and without. The bright summer light illuminates places that were hidden and in 
shadow, and here, when resources are plentiful, we have the opportunity to really take 
a look.  

The solar force in our lives is directive, projective, and goal oriented. At this seasonal 
threshold, we have access to an abundance of energy and a heightened dedication to 
drive forward. We do so inspired to serve ourselves and others in ways that are 
generative, full of love, and care.  

With the mirror of the sacred union, where the love of the God and Goddess fertilize 
the land with beauty and bounty, we too can feel into our own capacity to begin 
healthy relationship with the one of us who is active and creative and the one of us 
who feels deeply and nurtures. To be in our wholeness here is important as so many 
of us fall into co-dependency when we believe on some level that we are incomplete - 
we have to watch that our purpose is not defined by giving ourselves away to another.  
Midsummer love is a kind of fierce love. A love that protects, nurtures, and remains 
true to her wholeness. In this way, our inner landscape can thrive and bloom too. We 
gain lasting resources in our inner world that flood our service projects, and goals.  

May it be so on this new moon. 

June Poem : 
Clearing by Morgan Farley 

I am clearing a space 



here, where the trees stand back. 
I am making a circle so open 

the moon will fall in love 
and stroke these grasses with her silver. 

I am setting stones in the four directions, 
stones that have called my name 

from mountaintops and riverbeds, canyons and mesas. 
Here I will stand with my hands empty, 

mind gaping under the moon. 

I know there is another way to live. 
When I find it, the angels 

will cry out in rapture, 
each cell of my body 
will be a rose, a star. 

If something seized my life tonight, 
if a sudden wind swept through me, 

changing everything, 
I would not resist. 

I am ready for whatever comes. 

But I think it will be 
something small, an animal 

padding out from the shadows, 
or a word spoken so softly 

I hear it inside. 

It is dark out here, and cold. 
The moon is stone. 

I am alone with my longing. 
Nothing is happening 
but the next breath. 

Learn : 
Read the South Guidebook. 



Live : 
Expressive Arts Practice : create a four directions circle based on the four fold 
phases of the moon (new, waxing, full and waning). Have a piece of blank paper 
nearby and some tools to write with, draw or paint with or collage with. You can refer to 
the Express and Embody PDF (attached) for more ideas. 

Make sure you enter ritual space by focusing on your breath, lighting a candle or 
engaging in any other symbolic action that helps you transition from everyday 
consciousness to dreamtime or lunar consciousness. See the guidebook called The 
Path for ideas and tips on creating ritual and ceremony... 

Reflect : 
After shifting your consciousness, place into the center of the circle a question, 
tension, challenge, or desire you have in relationship to your leadership in the world (or 
any other life arena if another feels more relevant). These questions might be 
something like; 

What is my way of leading, that is unique and authentic to me? 
What is my growth edge in leadership? 
How do I meet X challenge, tension or difficulty? 
What I am not yet seeing about the gifts that I carry? 
etc... 

Be sure this question feels alive and present in your body, your emotions, your 
imagination and in your deep thinking mind. Fill the space with your fullness, and open 
yourself to receive until the center of your circle feels sufficiently alive to you. Then step 
into the circle and move around (physically) to each of the four lunar points. Speak, 
dance, move or image FROM the qualities of that place. For instance, you may ask; 
what does the energy of the waning moon have to say in response to my question?  



Then let yourself get out of the way and see how the moon responds if at all. 
Remember it doesn't have to make sense...sometimes a response is silence. 
Sometimes it's a mysterious physical sensation or image. The point is not to figure 
something out, but to be present and at the effect of whatever arises. Trust the 
mystery! 
During the process, or just afterwards, draw on your paper what you saw, felt, or heard 
and create a mandala you can hang somewhere near you or touch into when or just 
before you lead. 

Lead : 
Take the insights, images, feelings, and thoughts that arose during the lunar circle and 
take action in some way toward your goals. This might be a simple symbolic gesture, a 
saying YES to something in ceremony, or it could be showing up for your people in a 
new way, carrying a new image or working with a new archetype. It could be 
recommitting to this work in service of the greater whole, or something like designing a 
curriculum or a process for your clients. It could be that one phase of the moon spoke 
to you more than the others - and you offer yourself in apprenticeship to learn from that 
one... Whatever comes is perfect - however simple or complex.  

Remember, it is the experience of stepping into our insights in a personal, relational 
way that creates the alchemy of change!


